
Key State Government current measures for koala protection in Queensland 

Planning Instruments 
Name Details Input into koala conservation 
Sustainable Planning Act 
2009 

An act that integrates planning and development 
assessment so that development and its effects are 
managed in a way that is ecologically sustainable. 

Establishes an efficient, effective, transparent, integrated, coordinated, 
and accountable system of land use planning, development assessment 
and related matters that facilitates the achievement of ecological 
sustainability.   

State Planning Policy 
2014 (SPP) 

A policy that provides a comprehensive set of principles 
which underpins Queensland’s planning system to guide 
local government in land use planning and development 
assessment.  

Requires local government planning schemes to avoid, minimise and 
offset impacts on matters of State environmental significance (MSES), 
protect corridors and facilitate a net increase in koala bushland habitat in 
south-east Queensland. The SPP is supported by a map of the areas of 
MSES, including threatened species habitat throughout the State which 
contains essential habitat for koalas. 

SEQ Regional Plan 2009 
– 2031

A plan that manages regional growth and change in the 
most sustainable way to protect and enhance quality of life 
in the region.  

Contains koala planning policies similar to the SPP and supports the 
principle that koala populations in the region are enhanced through the 
protection, management and the achievement of a net gain in bushland 
koala habitat and through managing conflict with urban development. 

South East Queensland 
Koala Conservation State 
Planning Regulatory 
Provisions 2010 (SPRP):  

An overarching planning instrument that regulates new 
development at the development assessment stage. The 
SPRP applies to koala habitat areas under the most threat 
from urban expansion. The SPRP is administered by local 
governments and is applied in addition to planning scheme 
requirements.   

Prohibits clearing bushland habitat in the priority areas of Koala Coast
1 

and the Pine Rivers area, and in areas outside the urban footprint. Urban 
development is also prohibited in conservation, open space, rural and 
rural-residential zones within the Koala Coast and Pine Rivers areas. This 
approach aims to bolster habitat for the koala populations at risk. 
The SPRP provides requirements for all development activities to 
minimise its impact on koalas.  

Local government 
planning schemes 

Various local government planning schemes that describes 
a council’s plan for the future direction of a particular local 
government area. 

Requires all local government planning schemes in the Koala Coast
1
 and

Moreton Bay Regional Council to meet the SPP requirements.   

Vegetation Management 
Act 1999, Regional 
Vegetation Management 
Code 

A framework that regulates clearing of vegetation, including 
ensuring vegetation clearing is conducted in a way that 
prevents loss of biodiversity, and maintains ecological 
processes.  

The code applies to regulated vegetation including essential koala habitat 
that occurs outside of urban areas.   

1
 The Koala Coast is located 20 km south-east of Brisbane and covers an area of 375 km and encompasses portions of three local government authorities: the mainland portion of Redland 

City, the eastern portion of Logan City and the south-eastern portion of Brisbane City 
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Policy and Legislation  

Name Details Purpose 

Nature Conservation Act 
1992 and subordinate 
legislation 

An act that prescribes the management of koalas 
as protected wildlife and contains special 
considerations for koalas. 

Provides for protections under the conservation status in the Nature 
Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 which lists koala as vulnerable 
wildlife (koalas were listed as vulnerable in the south-east Queensland 
Bioregion in 2004 and across the State in 2015). 

Nature Conservation 
(Koala) Conservation Plan 
2006 and Management 
Program 2006 – 2016 

A conservation plan and management program 

that combine to form a plan outlining a statutory 

and policy framework for the purpose of 

conserving Queensland koala populations in the 

wild. 

Koala Conservation Plan: 

 promotes the continued existence of viable koala populations in the 

wild; 

 prevents the decline of koala habitats, including by providing for the 

rehabilitation of cleared or otherwise disturbed koala habitats; and 

 promotes future land use and development that is compatible with 

the survival of koala. 

 
The Koala Management Program complements the Koala Conservation 
Plan, by providing policy direction and management approaches to address 
key threatening processes to koalas. 

Code of Practice: care of 
sick, injured, orphaned 
protected animals in 
Queensland 

A code that incorporates best practice standards 
and guidelines in wildlife care and rehabilitation 
for use by wildlife carers to ensure the welfare of 
sick, injured or orphaned protected animals.  

Describes the general requirements for the care, rehabilitation and release 
of protected animals, with special requirements for koalas where relevant. 
Prescribes conditions for release to the wild and restrictions on translocation 
as outlined in koala conservation plan. 

State Government 
Supported Community 
Infrastructure (CI) Koala 
Conservation Policy 

A policy that addresses how state public sector 
entities will consider koala conservation 
outcomes in the planning and delivery of 
government supported community infrastructure, 
like roads or school buildings.  

Ensures State Government agencies consider koala conservation outcomes 
in the planning and delivery of government infrastructure. State agencies 
are required to provide a net gain in bushland koala habitat in south-east 
Queensland for unavoidable impacts on higher quality koala habitat.  

Queensland 
Environmental Offsets Act 
(2014) and subordinate 
legislation 

A framework for environment offsets that 
provides an outcomes-based approach to offsets. 
Environmental offsets compensate for 
unavoidable impacts on significant environmental 
matters, such as highly valuable species and 
ecosystems.   

Ensures that environmental offsets for unavoidable impacts on high quality 
koala habitat, regulated by the State Planning Regulatory Provisions, 
contribute to the rehabilitation, establishment and protection of koala habitat. 

Model Local Law No. 2 
(Animal Management) 
2010  

Model local laws are made by the State 
Government for adoption by local government 
into their local laws.  
The model local law for the animal management 
provides for the keeping and control of animals 
within a local government area.  This local law 
has been adopted by local governments in areas 
where koalas are present, for example Moreton 

Ensures the proper control of animals in public places and koala 
conservation areas, requirements for keeping dogs in koala areas, and 
describes koala areas.   
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Bay Regional Council, Redlands City Council and 
Gold Coast City Council. 

Support 

Name Details  Purpose  
Moggill koala hospital The hospital is run by State Government and 

rehabilitates sick, injured and orphaned koalas. 
The hospital operates 365 days of the year but is 
not open to the public. The hospital was opened 
by the Queensland Government in response to 
public concern about the number of diseased and 
injured koalas in south-east Queensland. 
 

To rehabilitate sick, injured or orphaned koalas.  
Additionally, statistics such as cause for admission and number of deaths, 
are collected from all hospitalised koalas and recorded in the koala 
hospital’s information system, which now contains over 36 000 records. This 
information is used by the department to produce maps and reports which 
guide koala management decisions. 

Daisy Hill koala centre: A dedicated Koala Centre which is open to the 
public and features a large outdoor koala 
enclosure and interactive displays.  

To allow the public to see, and learn more about koalas, including koala-
focused talks for schools and groups and interactive displays.  

SEQ koala survey & 
monitoring:   

The State Government conducts koala surveys in 
south-east Queensland across the local 
government areas ofMoreton Bay, Noosa, 
Ipswich, Gold Coast, Redland, Logan, Brisbane 
and the Sunshine Coast.   

To gather baseline data on koala distribution. 

Koala-sensitive Design 
Guidelines 

A guide to koala-sensitive design measures for 
planning and development activities.   

To provide information for managers, land-use planners, infrastructure 
providers and development proponents. 

 


