
Burnett Mary 
 
Grazing 

 
Poor 

Target: 50 per cent by 2013. 
From 2009 to 2013, 19 per cent of graziers (484) are known to have adopted 
improved land management practices, up from 16 per cent (404) to June 
2012.

There are 2,495 graziers managing 28,618 square kilometres of land in the Burnett Mary region.  
 
By June 2013, 80 per cent of graziers were using (A or B) systems that are likely to maintain land in 
good to very good condition or improve land in lesser condition, up from 77 per cent in June 2012. 
 

 
 
Of the 484 graziers who implemented improved practices, 285 completed Reef Rescue Water 
Quality Grants projects facilitated by the Burnett Catchment Care Association, Mary River Catchment 
Coordinating Committee, and the Burnett Mary Regional Group. A total of 77 graziers completed 
relevant training through AgForward, private sector consultants (supported by the FarmReady 
program) and the Queensland Government. Another 122 graziers adopted improved management 
practices through participation in targeted extension projects implemented by Burnett Catchment 
Care Association and the Queensland Government (supported by the Reef Rescue program). 
 
  



Sugarcane 

 
Moderate 

Target: 80 per cent by 2013. 
From 2009 to 2013, 55 per cent of sugarcane growers (275) are known to 
have adopted improved land management practices, up from 47 per cent 
(232) to June 2012.

There are 498 growers managing 476 square kilometres of land in the Burnett Mary region.  
 
By June 2013, cutting-edge (A) or best management (B) systems were used by 54 per cent of 
sugarcane growers for nutrients, 28 per cent for herbicides and 32 per cent for soil. This was up from 
54 per cent for nutrients, 26 per cent for herbicides and 31 per cent for soil in June 2012. 
 

 
 
All 275 growers who implemented improved practices completed Reef Rescue Water Quality Grants 
projects facilitated by the Burnett Mary Regional Group. Of these, 112 improved nutrient 
management practices, 102 improved herbicide management practices and 111 improved soil 
management practices. The Reef Rescue Program directly improved management practices on 
18,000 hectares of sugarcane farm land in the Burnett Mary region between 2009 and 2013. 
 
 
  



Horticulture 

Moderate 

Target: 80 per cent by 2013. 
From 2009 to 2013, 55 per cent of sugarcane growers (275) are known to 
have adopted improved land management practices, up from 47 per cent 
(232) to June 2012.

There are 280 horticulture producers managing 160 square kilometres of land in the Burnett Mary 
region.  
 
By June 2013, cutting-edge (A) or best management (B) systems were used by 55 per cent of 
horticulture producers for nutrients, 76 per cent for herbicides and 76 per cent for soil. This was up 
from 54 per cent for nutrients, 75 per cent for herbicides and 76 per cent for soil in June 2012.  
 
All 140 horticulture producers who implemented improved practices did so with the support of Reef 
Rescue Water Quality Grants, facilitated by the Burnett Mary Regional Group and the Growcom 
Farm Management System (FMS) program. Of these, 75 completed nutrient management projects, 
44 completed soil management projects and 29 completed herbicide management projects. 
 

 
 
Industry-wide management system adoption is estimated using the proportions established through 
the Growcom FMS in each region, and expressed as the percentage of growers with A, B, C or D 
management systems.  
 
It is important to note that the level of grower participation in the program has increased year by 
year. As the proportion of the grower population represented in the program increases, so the 
distribution of A, B, C or D management systems changes over time as a reflection of the larger and 
more representative sample size. Early participants in the program have often been relatively 
progressive landholders, and this is apparent in terms of relatively high proportions of A and B in the 
management system distribution in early years. Increasing program participation over time can have 
the effect of diluting the percentage of growers in the A and B categories over time. This is not to be 
seen as a regression of farm management systems. 


