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Eight people in six crafts, took to the Burrum River 

for a paddle on Sunday 16 February. Carol Bussey 

organised the event inviting members from Friends of 

the Burrum, Burrum District Outriggers & Wildlife FC. 
 

We paddled the section of the Burrum River between 

weirs 1 and 2.  As this section is impounded there is 

no tidal current - there was however a headwind - on 

the return trip!  
 

Highlights included seeing a Wedge-tailed Eagle 

soaring (not so far) above. The swim half way was 

bliss and welcome in the 37 heat. The vegetation was 

nice although the giant stumps of the Queensland 

Blue Gum, now well submerged reminds us what this 

section of the river would have been like before the 

weirs were constructed. There were few very mature 

trees along the present day bank.   
 

Of course in true Carol Bussey style, at the end of the 

paddle, Carol  promptly produced a table, the hot pot 

and everything we needed for a welcome cuppa and 

break. Thanks Carol for your organisation and good 

company. Jenny & Peter  
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March 1: Sara and Carol will have a stall at the 
Howard Markets to promote plastic free March. 
 
Mar 2: Clean Up Australia Day: Maryborough 
and Hervey Bay. Organisers are Natalie Rich-
ardson – 41213146 for Maryborough and Diane 
Christensen 41283992 for Hervey Bay.  
 
Mar 8: Landcare Waterways Day: Ph Lesley 
Bradley for details and registration. 4128 1750. 
 

Mar 9: General Meeting –  

Chris Mullins will be doing a power point 

presentation on reptiles. 

When: 2 pm Sunday March 9 

Where: Neighbourhood Centre, Charles 

Street, Pialba. 

Remember: our meetings and outings are 

open to members and non-members. 
 
Mar 15: 7:30am Working Bee Arkarra Lagoons 
Phone Carol 41295979. 
 
Mar 16: 7:45am Nature Walk at John William’s 
Mary River property about 15 minutes drive from 
Tiaro. The walk will be 3-4km. Hat, long sleeves, 
trousers and sturdy shoes recommended. 
Phone John on 4124 3584 for directions.  
If unsure about directions, meet at Tiaro outside 
the town park at 7:45am.   
 
Mar 16: 2pm Koala Information Session: Tiaro 
Community Centre.  Presented by koala rescuer 
and advocate, Natalie Richardson. 
 
March 24: Monday 2pm at the Reception Room, 
Maryborough Town Hall.  Dr. Bill Ellis (head of 
Koala Ecology Unit, University of Queensland) 
and Research Assistant Sean Fitzgibbon will do 
a presentation on their research on the inci-
dence of chlamydiosis in koalas and discuss 
with us the situation here on the Fraser Coast. 
 
Mar 29: 1pm at the Propagator’s Nursery Shed: 
Nestbox Workshop.  You can come or volun-
teer to help. Phone Tina on 4197 4644.  A small 
cost will apply. 
 
March: various days - Fay Smith Working Bees: 
Phone Ruby 4123 4765. 

 Flying Fox T-shirts 
Ready in a range of colours and sizes.  

Contact John 41240876 

NOTICE BOARD 

AUTUMN WAMBALIMAN  
due out early MAY 
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Explainer: one-stop-
shop for environmental 
approvals.  
The new Federal Govern-
ment has approved a 
broad framework for 
achieving a “one-stop-
shop” that will delegate to 
state and territory govern-
ments the final decisions 
on projects assessed 
under Australia’s main 
national environmental 
laws.  
 

Federal Environment 
Minister Greg Hunt says 
that the “one-stop-shop will slash red tape 
and increase jobs and investment, whilst 
maintaining environmental standards.”  
The Business Council of Australia claims 
rather breathlessly that the agreement at 
the 13 December 2013 Council Of Aus-
tralian Governments meeting “is a long 
overdue breakthrough, which will begin 
the process of securing Australia’s mas-
sive investment pipeline, without lowering 
environmental standards”. 
 

Whether the claimed benefits are achiev-
able is an open question and there are 
serious potential problems with the pro-
posed system.  Few details have yet been 
released, but what do we know about how 
the new process will work and how much 
more efficient will it be than the current 
system? 
 

How does the current system work? 
One of the major obstacles to creating a 
one-stop-shop for environmental approv-
als is that Australia’s federal system of 
government is more like a scrambled egg 
than a neatly layered cake.  Within this 
scrambled egg relatively few day-to-day 
decisions about development that will 
affect the environment are made by the 
Commonwealth government. The vast 

bulk of decisions are made 
by local, state and territory 
governments. 
 

For instance, there are 
around 250,000 applications 
a year under state and terri-
tory planning laws, most of 
which are decided by local 
governments.  In contrast, 
the main Commonwealth 
environmental law, the Envi-
ronment Protection and Bio-
diversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC Act), deals with 
only around 400 referrals 
each year. 

 

The EPBC Act mainly regulates actions 
affecting World Heritage properties, 
listed threatened species, and other 
“matters of national environmental 
significance”. The projects that it regu-
lates closely tend to be big projects.  
The EPBC Act approval process has 
three stages: referral, assessment and 
approval. 
 

At the referral stage the Commonwealth 
decides whether a proposed action trig-
gers the Act and requires approval under 
it. This has proved to be a very efficient 
process of screening out many projects 
and providing certainty to proponents that 
their projects do not trigger the Act. On 
very rare occasions, projects have been 
refused as “clearly unacceptable” at this 
first stage, thereby avoiding further costs 
and delay in carrying out an assessment. 
 

Experience over the first decade of the 
Act’s operation showed that over 75% of 
projects referred under it were decided 
within weeks and dropped out under this 
first stage. This fact is normally omitted by 
individuals and organisations such as the 
Business Council of Australia, who rail 
against the costs and delays caused by 
EPBC Act. 

Environmental Approvals - now and in the future - discussed by  Chris McGrath 
From http://theconversation.com/explainer-one-stop-shop-for-environmental-approvals-19515  

Photo: Patrick McCully 

https://www.liberal.org.au/latest-news/2013/10/16/one-stop-shop-approved-government
http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/about-us/legislation/environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-act-1999/one-stop
http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/about-us/legislation/environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-act-1999/about-epbc
http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/about-us/legislation/environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-act-1999/about-epbc
http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/about-us/legislation/environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-act-1999/about-epbc
https://www.liberal.org.au/latest-news/2013/10/16/one-stop-shop-approved-government
http://www.bca.com.au/newsroom/statement-on-the-council-of-australian-governments-meeting
https://theconversation.com/australias-scrambled-egg-of-government-who-has-the-environmental-power-9582
http://www.coag.gov.au/sites/default/files/brcwg_report_card_progress_deregulation_priorities_attach_A.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/about-us/legislation/environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-act-1999/about-epbc
http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/about-us/accountability-reporting/environmental-performance
http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/about-us/legislation/environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-act-1999/what
http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/about-us/legislation/environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-act-1999/what
http://www.envlaw.com.au/waratah.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/5d70283b-3777-442e-b395-b0a22ba1b273/files/04-eia.pdf
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Only around 22% of referrals are deter-
mined to be controlled actions that pro-
ceed through the assessment and ap-
proval stages. For these actions the 
EPBC Act has mechanisms to avoid du-
plication with state and territory assess-
ments known as “bilateral agreements”. 
There are two types of bilateral agreements. 
 

Assessment bilaterals allow state and 
territory assessment processes to be 
used under the EPBC Act but the final 
decision on whether to approve a project 
remains with the Federal Environment 
Minister. Assessment bilaterals have 
been in place with all states and territories 
for years and have proved to be effective 
in reducing unnecessary duplication and 
delay. 
 

In contrast, approval bilaterals delegate 
the final decision on a project to the state 
and territory government. While this 
mechanism has existed in the Act from 
the outset, it has been virtually unused. 
 

An example of how efficiently the existing 
assessment bilateral system works to 
avoid duplication or delay due to the 
EPBC Act is the Alpha Coal Mine. That 
project began its assessment under 
Queensland law in 2008 and has not yet 
been approved, despite claims to the con-
trary in 2012 by the Queensland Premier. 
The project was referred under the EPBC 
Act in 2009, assessed under the bilateral 
agreement and approved by the Com-
monwealth in 2012. The state approvals 
are unlikely to be granted before early to 
mid-2014. That is, state approval may 
come some 18 months after the Com-
monwealth approval. 
 

A rarely used but important safety net 
for the environment 
Under the existing system the EPBC Act 
has rarely stopped or significantly delayed 
a project. Yet some important decisions 
have been made under it, stopping highly 
damaging activities such as mass killing 
of flying foxes adjacent to the Wet Tropics 
World Heritage Area. 

One example where the EPBC Act has 
stopped a major project was the 
Traveston Crossing Dam in Queensland.  
 

This project also illustrates the most im-
portant role of the EPBC Act in practice – 
to provide an appropriate level of over-
sight on state government sponsored 
projects.  The Queensland Government 
proposed the dam in 2006 at the height of 
a major drought gripping the state. It as-
sessed the project under state laws and 
concluded that the environmental impacts 
were acceptable.   
 

The Federal Environment Minister at the 
time, Peter Garrett, requested independ-
ent experts to review the state assess-
ment and they found major deficiencies in 
it regarding impacts on threatened spe-
cies. His subsequent decision to refuse 
the dam based on that independent ex-
pert advice was an example of good deci-
sion making under the EPBC Act, which 
prevented a project that would have 
caused serious damage to several threat-
ened species.  Had an approval bilateral 
been in place at the time when the dam 
was proposed, delegating the final EPBC 
Act decision on it to the state government, 
it is certain that the state would have ap-
proved the dam being built and severe 
impacts on threatened species would 
have occurred. 
 

What changes are proposed? 
The “one-stop-shop” policy proposes to 
enter approval bilateral agreements under 
the EPBC Act with all state and territory 
governments, thereby delegating final 
approval powers over projects to them. 
 

While the framework so far released to 
the public reads like a complete handover 
of all Commonwealth decisions to the 
states, the Federal Environment Minister 
qualified the Coalition’s policy before the 
election when he was the Coalition’s envi-
ronment spokesperson. He said in an 
interview reported in the Weekend Australian 
in May 2013 that: “some matters would be 

Continued page 8 

http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/environment-protection/environment-assessments/bilateral-agreements
http://gvkhancockcoal.com/index.php/assets/thermal-coal-developments/alpha
https://theconversation.com/on-alpha-coal-approval-burke-clearly-right-in-battle-with-newman-9061
https://theconversation.com/on-alpha-coal-approval-burke-clearly-right-in-battle-with-newman-9061
http://www.envlaw.com.au/ffox.html
http://www.envlaw.com.au/ffox.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traveston_Crossing_Dam
https://theconversation.com/commonwealth-should-keep-final-say-on-environment-protection-11047
https://theconversation.com/commonwealth-should-keep-final-say-on-environment-protection-11047
http://www.environment.gov.au/node/18584
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/unacceptable-garrett-rejects-blighs-traveston-dam-20091111-i91e.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/topics/about-us/legislation/environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-act-1999/one-stop
https://theconversation.com/opposition-plan-to-surrender-environmental-approvals-a-messy-backward-step-15585
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News from Wide Bay Burnett Environment Council 
By Emma-Kate Currie  

Hello there fellow conservation friends. 
Happy New Year! With the dawning of a 
new year we often set ourselves New 
Year’s Resolutions. Sometimes they are 
purely personal, sometimes they encom-
pass our motivations that drive our com-
mitment to community work. For many of 
us the new year brings about an oppor-
tunity to look to the short term future and 
create goals and milestones along with 
indicators that inform us whether or not 
we have achieved our objectives. The 
WBBEC endeavours to make 2014 an 
outstanding year for conservation out-
comes in the Wide Bay Burnett region. 
We aim to achieve these goals through a 
range of mechanisms we use on a regular 
basis, but in 2014 our focus will be upon 
community engagement and education. 
For the majority of us that are involved in 
conservation through one way or another, 
we understand what the key threats are, 
what needs to be done to protect the en-
vironment and why we undertake this 
fight every year. However, in a lot of cas-
es, the broader community does not quite 
comprehend why we do what we do. The 
WBBEC mission for 2014 is to convince 
the broader community why a healthy 
environment is integral to our future via 
education and engagement that is inter-
active and inclusive as opposed to reac-
tive and exclusive. With any luck, the end 
product will be a community that works 
together to achieve environmental out-
comes regardless of different beliefs, 
opinions, sector and business interests 
and desired outcomes. Yes, it’s an ambi-
tious goal but we’ve all got to dream a 
little sometimes. 
 

Mary River Kids Day Out 
WBBEC kicked off 2014 with Mary River 
Kids Day Out in Queens Park on 
Wednesday 22nd January. This event was 
created to offer children and families from 

the Fraser Coast the opportunity to enjoy 
a fun day out in the park and learn about 
what makes our Mary River and all her 
species special to us. It occurred to me 
last year that although everyone knows 
that the Mary River flows through 
Maryborough, there is little focus on how 
the river relates to our economy, heritage 
and culture and therefore saw an oppor-
tunity to highlight the role the river plays 
in our lives along with its environmental 
significance.  
 

The event was free and included presen-
tations and activities from the following 
organisations and individuals: 
*Professor Craig Franklin - International 
Crocodile expert from the University of 
Queensland. Craig attended with a baby 
salt water crocodile and spoke with chil-
dren and parents about the importance of 
crocodiles as an apex predator in an eco-
system along with providing some tips on 
how to be croc-savvy around the river.  
*Mary River Catchment Coordinating 
Committee - Mary River Threatened 
Species ‘Who am I’ detective game which 
required children and parents to put their 
detective skills to the test to discover key 
traits and details of each of the Mary Riv-
er threatened species 
*John Parsons, Wildlife Queensland 
Fraser Coast Branch - Water testing and 
macro-invertebrate identification 
*Erica Neate, Earthsong for Peace - 
Wildlife art activities including Mary River 
Species lino block prints 
*Greater Mary Association - Up close 
and personal with Cats Claw Creeper 
biological control under the microscope 
*Tiaro and District Landcare -  
Chocolate turtles and information display 
*Fraser Coast Wildlife Sanctuary -  
Interactive Wildlife Display 
*Lindsay ‘Butch’ and Noela Titmarsh - 
Mary River Mangroves photo display 
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*Apex Club of Maryborough- Train rides 
on the ‘Mary Croc-ins Express’ (the Apex 
Train dressed up a little as a crocodile)  
*Bauple and District Recreation 
Grounds Association provided the sau-
sage sizzle for the day 
 

We set ourselves a bench mark that if 50 
children attended, we would call the event 
a success. The event opened at 10am 
and by 10:07 there were people every-
where! Every activity and stall saw large 
numbers of people flock to them over the 
following couple of hours even though it 
was 37 degrees. Although we had no 
mechanism to count the official numbers 
of attendees, we know that there was 305 
lino prints made in Erica Neate’s venue, 
WBBEC gave out approx 100 gift bags in 
20 minutes (after we ran out we just gave 
out stickers, balloons, magnets and infor-
mation booklets on their own) and the 
sausage sizzle ran out of meat twice!  
So the verdict was that the event was a 
massive success and the WBBEC aims to 
host it on an annual basis. It really was 

the most wonderful feeling for us to have 
created such a positive event, with the 
help of all our volunteers and participating 
groups that provided education to children 
and families in such a fun format. I believe 
it will be a highlight of our year, even 
though the year has only just begun. 
 

I attended the World Wetlands Day 
event hosted by the Fraser Coast Discov-
ery Sphere and the Burnett Mary Region-
al Group on Sunday 2 February. It was 
fantastic to see many local groups come 
together to celebrate the role wetlands 
play in a healthy environment and provide 
educational activities and displays to the 
public. The presentations held throughout 
the day were fantastic and although I did-
n’t get to see them all, I was most fortu-
nate to sit in on Don Bradley’s presenta-
tion on marine turtle monitoring and con-
servation throughout the year. Don and 
Lesley are members of Lower Mary Land-
care and many bird watching, studying 
and monitoring groups throughout the 
region. Most notably for me though is that 

News from Wide Bay Burnett Environment Council  cont.. 

The Mary Croc-ins Express 
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Don Bradley was my grade 5 teacher and 
played a significant role in creating the 
interest and awareness of conservation 
that now consumes my everyday life and 
has become my career. I learned some 
amazing facts about marine turtles during 
Don’s presentation owing to the direct 
and no nonsense approach that I have 
always admired from him. I also sat in on 
Tanzi Smith’s presentation about the role 
water quality plays in a healthy environ-
ment, in particular, in the Mary River, 
Great Sandy Straits and Great Sandy 
Marine Park. Tanzi also got us all up to 
dance to ‘Dugong Rock’ along with Duey 
the Dugong and Harvey the Whale. It was 
a hoot! All in all, it was a great day and 
congratulations to the Discovery Sphere 
and BMRG on a successful event.  
 

Lastly, it is worth mentioning the GetUp 
campaign that is seeking support and 
donations for the legal action that North 
Queensland Conservation Council and 
the Environmental Defenders Office 
Queensland are planning to embark on in 
response to the decision made by the 
Federal Government and the Great Barri-
er Reef Marine Park Authority to allow 5 
million tonnes of dredge spoil to be 
dumped in the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park. If you are interested in supporting 
this campaign, please follow the link be-
low to the GetUp page for more infor-
mation:  
https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/
great-barrier-reef--3/reef-fighting-fund/
reef-fighting-fund?  
 

Until next time, here’s to a remarkable 
year for conservation outcomes and re-

member, every bit counts.  

Emma-Kate Currie is the coordinator of the 
Maryborough based Wide Bay Burnett Envi-
ronment Council Inc. She can be contacted 
on 0423932431 or email. 
email  wbbec@optusnet.com.au 
website  wbbec.wordpress.com  

News from WBBEC cont.. 
reserved where the Commonwealth would be 
the one-stop-shop but overwhelmingly it would 
be the states."  The Minister confirmed in a 
radio interview after the election that the Com-
monwealth will retain control over decisions 
involving offshore Commonwealth waters, nu-
clear actions, and projects for which state gov-
ernments are “likely to have a significant conflict 
of interest” as the proponent. 
 

Assuming these promises are fulfilled, they 
alleviate the most significant concern about the 
one-stop-shop policy: where the state is the 
proponent they’ll have difficulty making an inde-
pendent assessment. 
 

What are the likely savings in time &  money? 
Peering behind the political rhetoric, it is difficult 
to see how the “one-stop-shop” policy will 
“slash red tape and increase jobs and invest-
ment, whilst maintaining environmental stand-
ards”.  Under the policy there is no intention to 
repeal the EPBC Act or reduce the range of 
projects to which it applies. Only the final deci-
sion-maker will change. 
 

For proponents, most of the costs and delay 
comes in the environmental impact stage. 
There are already assessment bilaterals avoid-
ing duplication of state and federal govern-
ments at this stage. Given this, it is difficult to 
see where significant time and costs savings 
will be achieved by the policy. 
 

Another reality check for the “one-stop-shop” 
slogan is that it will only apply to projects that 
require both federal and state approval. There 
is no intention to apply federal laws to all pro-
jects.  This means that even after the policy is 
implemented there will still be at least two 
“shops”: one for the relatively few projects as-
sessed at federal and state levels, and another 
for the vast bulk of projects assessed only at a 
state or local government level. 
 

The claims made of the benefits of the “one-stop-
shop” therefore appear to be largely political 

hyperbole.


Chris McGrath is a Senior Lecturer at Universi-
ty of Queensland. He has acted as a barrister 
in litigation under the laws discussed in this 
article and provided advice to the Common-
wealth on aspects of its implementation.  
 

The article was referred to WAMBALIMAN by  
Richard Hayward, Wildlife Bundaberg Branch  

Environmental Approvals - from page 5 

https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/great-barrier-reef--3/reef-fighting-fund/reef-fighting-fund?t=dXNlcmlkPTE4NzM0MDEsZW1haWxpZD0zNjU5
https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/great-barrier-reef--3/reef-fighting-fund/reef-fighting-fund?t=dXNlcmlkPTE4NzM0MDEsZW1haWxpZD0zNjU5
https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/great-barrier-reef--3/reef-fighting-fund/reef-fighting-fund?t=dXNlcmlkPTE4NzM0MDEsZW1haWxpZD0zNjU5
mailto:wbbec@optusnet.com.au
https://theconversation.com/commonwealth-will-keep-environmental-power-over-state-projects-18688
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bushtelegraph/environmental-laws/4978050
https://theconversation.com/opposition-plan-to-surrender-environmental-approvals-a-messy-backward-step-15585
https://www.liberal.org.au/latest-news/2013/10/16/one-stop-shop-approved-government
http://theconversation.com/profiles/chris-mcgrath-2577
http://theconversation.com/profiles/chris-mcgrath-2577
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When Greg Hunt and the Marine Park Authority approved dumping of five million 
tonnes of seabed inside Reef waters, it was supposed to be campaign over. Vested 
interests had won, and our Reef would be sold out for short-term profits.  
 

Instead, something incredible happened. Thousands of GetUp members put their 
own money forward to launch a citizens' Reef Fighting Fund. We've never seen any-
thing quite like it.  
 

All up, more than 16,000 people have donated so EDO Queensland and North 
Queensland Conservation Council can take this fight to the courts. Together, 
we're contributing $130,000 to the legal case right off the bat – $50,000 more than our 
original target! GetUp members have also ensured we have the resources to fund a 
strong ongoing campaign that won't shy away from other hard-hitting legal, legislative 
and corporate tactics.  
 

Thank you to everyone who's made this possible.  
 

We all know how prolonged and expensive legal fights can be. To their enormous 
credit, EDO Queensland and North Queensland Conservation Council had been pre-
pared to pull together a case on a barebones budget. Now, it's a very different story.  
 

"Now there is money for expert witnesses, court transcripts, barristers' fees and 
transport costs. We can be bigger, better and more ambitious with the court case to 
protect the Reef. This is nothing short of miraculous. We are overwhelmed by 
the determination of GetUp supporters!" - Jo Bragg, EDO Queensland Solicitor.  
 

No matter what happens in court, we've sent a very uncomfortable ripple through the 
legions of power and vested interests used to getting their way. Thousands of every-
day Australians are making it possible to go toe-to-toe with big mining, and together 
we will do everything in our power to protect our Reef.  
 

There's so much further to go with this campaign, so we'll be in touch soon. But for 
now, thank you. From The GetUp team  
 
*Wildlife Queensland Fraser Coast Branch donated $150 to the fund 

REEF NEWS: We're taking this to court 
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Wildlife Queensland Fraser Coast Branch Activities  
Nov 2013-Feb 2014 Vanessa Elwell-Gavins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The period between November 2013 and 
14 February 2014 has been comparative-
ly quiet, due to many people taking a very 
well-deserved and much needed break 
from their tireless activities to protect the 
wildlife of the Fraser Coast region. 
 

Submissions 

To Maryborough RSL for a small grant 

To the Queensland Government re-

sponding to its draft 30-year electricity 
strategy (6 December 2013).  The draft 
strategy basically focused on micro-
economic reform, and acknowledged al-
ternative energy sources quite well, with-
out trying to pick winners. 

To the Australian Government and 

Queensland Governments on the Draft 
Great Barrier Reef Strategic Assessment 
and Program reports (25 January 2014).  
The draft strategy (voluminous documents 
consuming many Mbytes and 100s of 
pages in full colour which were a night-
mare to download) focused on both 
coastal and marine issues and seemed 
relatively comprehensive.  We wondered 
why some of the things proposed (eg set-
ting measurable targets) seem to be still 
on the agenda or still need doing.  Lack of 

connection between this strategy and the 
Queensland Ports  Strategy – or any oth-
er policies - were very concerning. 
 

Meetings and Sub-committees 

Executive and General meetings: 

9 November 2013 

Flying Fox and Micro-bat sub-committee:   

5 December 2013 

Executive:  1 February 2014 

General meeting:  9 February 2014.  

This included presentation of an excellent 
and thought-provoking documentary film 
about the impact of coal industry on envi-
ronment and local communities.  The key 
messages for me were:  public resource, 
private gain (often to overseas interests) 
and local communities destroyed or unin-
habitable… 

Meeting with Mayor and Deputy Mayor:  

14 February 2014 
 

Plastics and Koalas 

Schools competition to design anti-

plastics logo for T-shirts 

 Anti-plastic bag campaign: Plastic 

free March will be publicised by giving 
vouchers to responsible shoppers who 
bring their own bags. We hope to stagger 
the presentations throughout the month of 
March and generate some articles for the 
local press. 

Carol Bussey attended the first meeting 

of Council’s Koala Sub-committee, and 
will present a strong voice to support the 
koalas of the Fraser Coast region. 
 

Communications 

 Wambaliman Spring 2013 (issued 30 

November 2013 – many thanks to Jenny 
Watts for her tireless efforts to make this 
an outstanding journal) 

Audrey Sorensen was interviewed on 11 

February by FM 107.5, the local commu-
nity radio.   
 

 Jenny Watts received the Branch's 
Patron Award for 2013 as she clocks 
up 10 years as editor of Wambaliman.  
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Radio FM 107.5 has a regular monthly spot for 
interviewing Wildlife Fraser Coast members - 
10:10am on the second Tuesday of each 
month.  Please indicate your willingness to 
participate, to any member of the Executive. 
People being interviewed more than once is 
completely acceptable! 
 

At the General meeting 9 February protocols 

were outlined to be followed by members  
carrying out activities for Wildlife Queensland 
and for the use of the logo. These will be cir-
culated to all members and appear on page 24.  
 

Workshops and Events 

31 January 2014: event to celebrate handing 

over of flying fox wall hangings made by the 
Quilters of Hervey Bay to Wildlife FC and 
passing to Council for safe-keeping;  MoU 
prepared.  The wall hangings are on display in 
the foyer of the Cultural Centre on Old 
Maryborough Road in Hervey Bay.  Thanks to 
John Parsons for his work making this all hap-
pen. (see page 12 and 13) 

2 February 2014:  World Wetlands Day event 

at Discovery Sphere, organised by BMRG, 
with focus on Great Sandy Strait Ramsar Wetland. 
Wildlife FC had a display focusing on frogs. 
 

Both these events generated good media  
coverage. 
 

Unofficial event (because there is no insur-

ance cover): paddle on the Burrum River be-
tween Weirs 1 and 2. (see page 2) 

Planning is well underway for a series of four 

workshops in 2014 to be run jointly by FCRC’s 
Community Environment Officer, Tina Rav-
eneau and Wildlife FC.  
 

Social 

End of year luncheon function at Goodies in 

Toogoom – a great event, attended by a good 
proportion of members and their partners. 
 

Other 
Many members do lots of good things to pro-
tect our wildlife, far too numerous to mention 
here.  Many thanks to you all!  And apologies if 

there is anything major that has been omitted 

Wildlife FC Activities cont. 

20 February 2014 
Dear members, 
 

Every year between 1962 and 1974 
one man collected around 15,000 
eggs of the Mary River Turtle and 
sold the hatchlings into the pet trade. 
This alone almost caused the extinc-
tion of this ancient, unique Queens-
lander.   
 

Today the Mary River Turtle faces 
another threat: predation of their 
eggs by foxes, dogs and goannas 
and trampling of nests by cattle. This 
has the potential to remove another 
generation of turtle hatchlings from 
the wild and drive the species to 
extinction. 
 

We can't allow that to happen so 
next week I'm launching a new Wild-
life Queensland project that with 
your help will ensure we save the 
Mary River Turtle.  
 

It’s not every day that you can save 
a threatened species from extinction 
so I'm extremely excited about this 
project. I really hope you will join me 
in saving the Mary River Turtle ... 
 

Yours sincerely 
Simon Baltais 
President, Wildlife Queensland 
 

The project was launched on Monday 
24 February. Read more and add 
your support; visit this new webpage 
 Reviving the amazing Mary River 
Turtle 
https://rainforestconnections.org/
projects/MaryRiverTurtle 

http://www.rainforestconnections.org/projects/MaryRiverTurtle
http://www.rainforestconnections.org/projects/MaryRiverTurtle
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 WHAT GOES ….. IN THE YELLOW-LIDDED BIN 
 

I was under the impression for a long time that we could only put some plastics, those 
with numbers 1,2,3 into the recycle bin. However, the Brisbane City Council, Fraser 
Coast Regional Council and Bundaberg Regional Council websites advise they will 
take any plastic with the recycling logo, even up to seven. The exceptions are expand-
ed (foam) polystyrene like we see used for meat trays (good reason to shop at the 
local butcher and not your supermarket meat department) and hot drink containers; 
the tops of plastic bottles and plastic bags and wraps.  
 

Still, I think it is prudent for us to have some knowledge of the plastics that find their 
way into our homes, so we can make informed decision about them, and what to do 
with them; recycle, reuse, or don’t use in the first place. 

 

PETE – polyethylene terephthalate. Soft drink and fruit juice bottles. Easily 
recyclable. Believed safe for storing food and drink. 
 

HDPE – high density polyethylene. Milk bottles and shampoo containers. 
Easily recyclable. Believed safe for storing food and drink. 
 

PVC  – polyvinyl chloride. Cordial, juice and squeeze bottles, cling wrap. 
Recyclable. Plasticisers used in manufacture possible health risk. Don’t 
reuse for food or drink. 
 

LDPE – low density polyethylene. Garbage and freezer bags. Not easily 
recycled. Believed safe for storing food and drink. 
 

PP – polypropylene. Margarine, yoghurt and take-away food containers. 
Not easily recycled. Believed safe for storing food and drink. 
 

PS – polystyrene. (Expanded PS) Meat trays, foam cups, packing. Can’t 
be recycled. (Hard PS) Plastic cutlery, yoghurt containers, toys. Not easily 
recycled. Chemicals used in manufacture suspected carcinogens. Not 
recommended to reuse for food or drink. 
 

OTHER (including polycarbonate, nylon and other acrylics). Beverage 
bottles, baby bottles, plastic linings of metal cans, sunglass lens, headlight 
covers, riot shields (every home should have one) and many more. Rarely 
(if ever) recycled. Much controversy surrounding use of polycarbonate for 
food or drink. The use of Bisphenol A as a plasticiser is a potential risk to 
health. (In my opinion the health risk is yet to be proven). 

Clean Up Australia’s Plastics Recycling factsheet states we need to be aware of what 
plastics we can put in our recycling bins and to prepare plastics for recycling rinse 
them out and remove the lids of bottles. 
 

So purchasing has many moral dilemmas. Not only is it an issue of where it’s made, is 
it organic, is it free from genetic modification, is it grown or manufactured in a socially 
ethical way, but now we have to consider the ramifications of the packaging that is 
used and whether it can be reused, recycled, and is free from contaminating by-

products. I think I’ll need therapy after each shopping trip. Peter Duck 
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How many plastic shopping bags do we need? 

going shopping 

recyclables can be 

tipped straight into 

the recycling bin 

for collection 

meat scraps are 

wrapped in newspaper 

and frozen until rubbish 

collection day  
compostable material 

is tipped straight into 

the outside compost 

bin when this caddy 

is full  

milk containers (or 

similar) make great 

mini bins for wet and 

yukky rubbish  

clean dry rubbish 

can be put straight 

into a bin 

shoes are taken to 

walk home from work 

in the same washable 

calico bag each time going swimming with 

a waterproof bag to 

bring home the wet 

togs and towel 

Plastic Bag Free March 
Wildlife FC will be rewarding 10 shoppers in Maryborough, 10 
shoppers in Hervey Bay and 2 shoppers in Howard who are 
caught in the act of using their own shopping bags instead of 
free single use plastic bags with a voucher for coffee and cake! 
Also these people will be eligible for the draw in the raffle for a 
cruise for a family of four with Blue Dolphin Cruises worth $200.  
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Dream Come True 
Three years ago John Parsons had a 
dream to create a wall hanging celebrat-
ing the local flying fox colony. 
 

On January 31 2014 this dream came true 
when the Hervey Bay Quilters Association 
presented the three large wall hangings to 
Wildlife Queensland  Fraser Coast Branch.  
 

The wall hanging design, showing the 
Tooan Tooan Creek colony at dawn, mid-
day and dusk, was designed by Mrs. Joan 
Flynn and executed by the Quilters Asso-
ciation. 
 

Branch president, Audrey Sorensen, wel-
comed Fraser Coast Mayor Gerard 
O'Connell who invited Butchulla Elder, 
Auntie Joyce Smith, to perform Welcome 
to Country. The audience received a spe-
cial treat when the Butchulla Language 
Group Dancers then performed several 
dances including one specifically choreo-
graphed for the event. 

Audrey thanked the president of the Quilt-
ers, Kay Rogers for their painstaking work 
and described the magnificent effort by 
John Parsons in overseeing the progress 
of the project. 
 

She then presented the three panels to 
the Mayor whom she asked to undertake 
the stewardship and protection of the art-
works. The wall hangings will be dis-
played for six months at the Discovery 
Sphere before being taken to other ven-
ues. Colourfully decorated cylinders to 
transport the panels were created by the 
students at the Glendyne Training Centre 
and new member, Juliet Musgrave. 
 

Hopefully, many people will see this art-
work and by learning more about the role 
flying foxes play, will have a more positive 
view regarding these fascinating animals. 
 

Funding for the work was generously pro-
vided by the Fraser Coast Regional Coun-

cil and the Burnett Mary Regional Group  
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Photo above by Carol Bussey: FCRC Mayor Gerard O’Connell, John Parsons, 

Audrey Sorensen and councillor George Seymour (modelling our bat t-shirt very 

nicely) with the cylinders made to transport the quilts.  

Photo page 14: detail of one of the quilts 

Photo below by Ruby Rosenfield: Quilt designer Joan Flynn and John Parsons with 

the three quilts.   
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Fraser Coast Regional Council’s 

Community Environment Program 

News by Tina Raveneau 

Hi everyone and welcome to 2014! The year is already off to a busy, although dry 
start, and most groups have resumed their regular working bee schedules, after a well
-deserved break over the Christmas period. 
 

I have spent these early weeks of 2014 planning this year’s activities and events, as 
well as reviewing procedures for Workplace Health & Safety and the CEP as a whole. 
This year we plan to focus on supporting and strengthening existing groups, and on 
education and training for both volunteers and the wider community.  
 

Some exciting activities planned include: 
 

Partnering with Wildlife Queensland Fraser Coast Branch to run  four educational 

workshops. These weekend workshops will be aimed at encouraging people in the 
community to get involved in conservation in their own backyards, and to raise aware-
ness of our local flora and fauna. The first workshop, “Tree Hollows and Nestboxes for 
Wildlife” will be held on Saturday March 29 at the CEP Nursery. Other proposed work-
shops are: “Wildlife-friendly gardens” (June), “Native plants and their propaga-
tion” (August) and “Spotlighting” (October). 
 

Supporting Hervey Bay Birdwatchers in raising awareness of the Glossy Black Cock-

atoo and its threats here in our local area 
 

Workshops at the Nursery on a range of topics (Bonsai with natives, Bush tucker, 

Propagation techniques – dates yet to be confirmed) 
 

Updating and improving the CEP page on the Council website 
 

CEP Christmas celebration and volunteer thank you lunch  
December 8 2013 
Over 60 CEP volunteers enjoyed the end-of year lunch at Urangan Community Cen-
tre, as Council thanked them for their efforts in 2013. Mayor Gerard O’Connell attend-
ed to personally thank volunteers, and after a delicious catered lunch, we enjoyed a 
slideshow presentation of the year’s activities and achievements. Our Nursery volun-
teers also showed volunteers from other groups around the nursery. It was great to 
have people travel from as far away as Fraser Island and Bauple to attend. 

Coming events…… 
 

“Tree Hollows and Nestboxes for Wildlife” workshop will be held on Saturday 
March 29 at the CEP Nursery 

 
Fraser Coast Roving Restorers, next working bee will be at Cook’s Reserve / 

Paraweena Park, The Esplanade, Point Vernon 8:30 – 10:30am Friday March 7.  
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The Friends of Arkarra  
The Friends of Arkarra held their second working bee for the year 
last Saturday February 15. With water levels so low in the lagoons, 
the focus was on weeding areas that are normally inaccessible. The 
group will continue to tackle invasive species like Pepper trees as 
well as replanting once the dry conditions ease. 

Nursery volunteers hard at work potting up…. 

Roger is a regular volunteer at the Nursery …. 

With the valuable help 
and guidance of Jenny 
Robin, the nursery has 
increased production of 
foreshore revegetation 
species, to be used by 
Council in its foreshore 
restoration works. Im-
portant dune stabilising 
species such as Spini-
fex sericeus, Carpobro-
tus glaucescens and 
Ipomoea pes-caprae 
are all being propagat-
ed in large quantities, 
and will be planted out 
by FCRC’s Natural 
Areas team in the com-
ing months. 
 

Other projects recently 
supported by the 
Nursery include 
Ka’lang Respite Cen-
tre’s rainforest garden, 
Halcro Street Commu-
nity Garden, Citizen-
ship Ceremonies, River 
Heads Reserve, and 
various Council Parks 
projects. Nursery vol-
unteers are also grow-
ing koala food trees, 
native species for offset 
projects, and the Rich-
mond Birdwing Butter-
fly Vine (Pararistolochia 
praevenosa) as part of 
Council’s commitment 
to aiding with recovery 
of the Richmond Bird-
wing Butterfly.  

Fraser Coast Volunteer Native Nursery 
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Toogoom Foreshore 
Zahra and Russell are con-
tinuing to do an excellent job 
restoring The Toogoom Es-
planade foreshore. Many 
years of methodical weeding 
has resulted in natural re-
generation of many species. 
The site has increased its 
biodiversity and resilience, 
and has successfully han-
dled the storms and harsh 
northerlies of last year, with 
minimal disturbance. Any-
one interested in bush re-
generation should take a 
look at this site – we plan to 
hold a field trip / training 
session out there in the near 
future! 

Fraser Coast Roving Restorers 
February saw the first working bee for the Fraser Coast Roving Restorers, CEP’s 
newest group. The Restorers will meet monthly at different sites, and will carry out 
restoration and regeneration activities. We spent our first morning at the Hillyard St 
Tree Day site, assisting with bag and stake removal, as well as weeding around 
smaller grasses and shrubs. Our next working bee will be at Cook’s Reserve / 
Paraweena Park, The Esplanade, Point Vernon 8:30 – 10:30am Friday March 7. This 
group provides an opportunity to work at a range of sites and thus learn more about 
bush regeneration, as well as doing some valuable work in our region! 

Pictured  below is Justin at the Hillyard street site 

Zahra and Russell weeding on Toogoom foreshore 
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Thanks once again to our amazing and committed volunteers and I’m looking forward 
to working with you in 2014. 

When a man moves away from nature his heart becomes hard.  
(Lakota Indian proverb) 

 
For information on any of the activities mentioned contact Tina 4125 9710 or  

Tina.raveneau@frasercoast.qld.gov.au 

River Heads Reserve and Kingfisher Park CEP 
Both groups were back to work on February 8. Despite the hot weather, Kingfisher 
park volunteers continued their weeding activities, whilst the group at the Reserve 

planted over 150 native grasses and shrubs in two garden beds. Pictured below  
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Mistaken Identity 
You catch a glimpse of a small furry crea-
ture and you think it's a half-grown rat; but 
it's no ordinary rat. It's a chestnut mouse - 
Pseudomys gracilicaudatus - false mouse 
with graceful tail - and it's very cute with a 
chubby face, big black eyes and small 
roundish ears. When seen in sunlight, its 
fur is tipped in red. Chestnut mice occupy 
areas of dense vegetation along most of 
the Eastern coast, in wetlands, rainforest 
and open forest. They feed on seeds, 
fruit, leaves, new shoots and regenerating 
vegetation especially after fires. They 
build runway systems and tunnel nests in 
dense vegetation on the ground and give 
birth up to three litters of one to five ba-
bies each season, but probably only sur-
vive two years.  
Nature Search teams trapped lots of them 
in the range near Toowoomba in the 
eighties. During a drought one of them 
nipped off the fronds of my potted ferns to 
build a metre long nest in my fernery. One 
day I discovered a carpet snake curled up 
nearby with a possum-sized lump in his 

tummy. To our delight, the chestnut 
mouse had escaped to a safe place under 
the concrete step at our kitchen door. He 
came out each morning to share the 
crumbs with the yellow robins. There he 
would sit, washing his face in morning 
sunshine with dainty hands. When he 
disappeared at the breaking of the 
drought we hoped he was safe back in 
the surrounding scrub. Next time you 
think you've seen a rat, it could be one of 
the many species of native rodents that 

live with us. 

Audrey Sorensen 

Don’t mistake me for a pest ……. 

I could be a pest to some, but not in this pool……. 

This is our resident water dragon, named Lucky, who appeared in the backyard after 
the floods last year. He’s grown considerably, now 50cm or so, and as you can see 
has adapted well to living near us humans (and the family dog). Left he (or she) takes 

a dip in the pool and right, a bit of sunbaking pool side. Duck family 
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I am a pest, don’t mistake me for a native ……. 

Photo: noosanativeplants.com                Photo: Ruby Rosenfield 

It is an attractive and popular garden shrub, or small tree, and it is steadily encroach-
ing on our remaining pockets of natural bushland! It has shiny, simple alternate ovate 
leaves, slightly pink leaf stems, and star shaped small white flowers which produced 
pea size berries. The young berries start off a crimson pink, graduating to purple and 
finally black as they get older. Seedlings are easily propagated wherever the seeds 
are dropped, either near the parent tree or having been transported by birds or water. 
Its name is Ardisia elliptica, formerly known as Ardisia humilis and it is a native of Asia 
and Malesia, growing from Japan to New Guinea and across to southern India. And it 
is prized in both China and Japan both in landscaping and for medicinal purposes! 
I would love to just wander through our natural areas admiring the native plants and 
observing the wildlife but this enriching pastime has been somewhat cut short with 
progressing my latest mission- gradually eradicating a sizeable area of Ardisia elliptica 
in the Fay Smith wetlands, where it was first noticed in 2007 and has become an in-

creasing problem over the last year. Ruby Rosenfield 

A group of us were remarking the other 
day about the prevalence of green tree 
snakes around the house. We seem to 
have them pop up everywhere - this 
morning the dog was sniffing around 
the ground while a snake dangled from 
a branch above her head. Carol had 
the top story when she told us they 
found a green tree snake in the toilet 
bowl (presumably in pursuit of the 
green tree frogs). Needless to say they 
abandoned the toilet and dug a hole 
(luckily she added this was when they 

were on the farm). 

Cuteness that we love…….most of the time 
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Volunteer Profile  

Australian wildlife can survive if misguided mankind does not interfere by destroying 
habitat and artificially feeding. Some people feed parrots and lorikeets on grains sold 
in supermarkets as wild bird seed, not realising that they are causing the death of the 
lorikeets by starvation when the fine brushes on their tongues are damaged and they 
can no longer feed on nectar. Feeding possums on bread and any other human food 
containing flour causes loss of fur and also can make the shy animal very aggressive.  
 

Feeding of any wild animal results in a population increase which is unsustainable 
and often results in death and disease. There is evidence of Beak and Feather Dis-
ease in our local population of Sulphur-Crested Cockatoos that are being fed with 
other wild birds by people who claim to be bird-lovers. This disease is the equivalent 
of AIDS in humans and when a bird dies and is left on the ground, the virus stays in 
the soil. Feeding of meat eating birds like butcherbirds, magpies and kookaburras 
results in unnatural population explosions of these predatory birds, to the detriment of 
all they prey on. Sure, it's great to have a bird sit close and sing to you, but it's dis-
tressing to see these same birds take a Rose Robin and jam it in the fork of a branch 
by its neck and leave it for later.  
 

Why are there no small birds in our suburban areas, but lots of butcherbirds and mag-
pies? The council is trying to control the supply of feed for the White Ibis by covering 
rubbish dumps and keeping bird proof bins closed while people are still feeding and 
encouraging these birds into their neighbourhood. 
 

When you think about it, most problems concerning wildlife are man-made. I ask you 
to think beyond your self-gratification and consider the well-being of the wildlife and 

your neighbours.Audrey Sorensen  

Reader’s Opinion………….. 

To feed or not to feed? 

Have you heard the ants sing 

On a summer's night when everything 

Is steeped in sleep 'cept owls on the wing 

In silent flight? The night air brings 

A murmuring and whispering. 

If you listen, you may hear them sing. 

            By Audrey Sorensen 
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Sunday, October 27 2013 was a very special day for members of the Bradbury family 
and Fraser Coast Wildlife.  This was the day we remembered the life of Tony Brad-
bury and his contribution to the Tooan Tooan Flying Fox Colony.  Tragically, Tony 
died from a brain tumour on February 29, 2008. 
 

A Moreton Bay Fig was planted previously at the Colony and so it was fitting to erect a 
plaque in his memory beside the flourishing tree.  His widow Heather and brother 
Ross performed the unveiling of his plaque while we listened to Tony’s favourite song 
which he would always play at the completion of each of his wood sculpturing pro-
jects.  Joan Coutts and John Parsons reminded the audience of family and friends of 
how devoted Tony was to the preservation and welfare of the Fraser Coast flying fox-
es and how he willingly gave of his time to ensure their continuing wellbeing. 
 

This is how John remembers him. 
 

I first met Tony pulling out weeds at Tooan Tooan Creek.  For some reason, we hit it 
off like two brothers and many times we would meet and work together tidying up and 
pulling out weeds. Tony would ring me and say that he had got a six pack and to meet 
him at the Creek.  We would work for some time and then rest and cool down with a 
beer.  I may not see him for some time so I would ring with the suggestion of going to 
the Creek with some red and watching the flying foxes from the shade.  After this hap-
pening a few times, Tony advised me to stop buying the red as “the bottle has a hole”. 
I miss Tony's friendship and his big smile.  I made him the promise that I would look 
after the flying foxes for him and I certainly kept that promise. 
 

After the ceremony, we enjoyed refreshments in the “bat” shelter shed. 
Diane Christensen 

A tribute to 

Tony Bradbury 
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‘USE OF LOGO’/NAME PROTOCOL and  PROJECT APPROVAL PROCESS 
for Fraser Coast Branch 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Preserving our wildlife is a constant and ever-increasing challenge, which can often 
be very stressful. We are an organisation of volunteers, and it is simply not possible 
for us to do everything as a group that we might like to do. We must prioritise. 
 

To help us be most effective as an organisation, and to reduce stress for yourself and 
others, please respect these simple rules: 

1. If you wish to use the logo of Wildlife  
Queensland Fraser Coast (known formal-
ly as the Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland, Fraser Coast Branch), or its 
name, or its contact details for any pur-
pose, you MUST have formal approval, 
as noted in the minutes of an Executive 
meeting or, where necessary, a General 
meeting.  The approval process will also 
consider a realistic time-frame. 

2. If you need to involve other people and/
or use the Society’s resources, you must 
prepare a small proposal, outlining what 
you want to achieve, how you will achieve 
it, the target audience, who needs to be 
involved, and the resources (people, time 
and dollars) that are needed to deliver it. 

3. You must not put out any material 
about your proposed activity or event in 
the name of Wildlife Fraser Coast until 
you have received this approval, and 
seen it formally noted in minutes or had 
formal advice from the President that the 
event or activity may proceed under the 
banner of Wildlife Fraser Coast. 

4. You must always consult the people 
who need to be involved about the date 
and time for any event.  People must 
have reasonable notice and be available 
to perform the role required of them. 

5. If you are authorised to use the logo of 
Wildlife Fraser Coast, you must not 
change it or add to it in any way.  Its use 
is protected under copyright. 

6. Planning and delivery of a project are 
both generally best done by a team.  If 
you want to go ahead with a project as a 
Wildlife Fraser Coast project and other 
members cannot help, you must review 
your plans with the Executive prior to ac-
tion. 

7. The official spokesperson and media 
contact for the Society is the President.  
Any contact you have with the media and 
other organisations in the name of Wildlife 
Fraser Coast must have the prior approv-
al of the President. 

8. Please treat your fellow members at all 
times with courtesy and respect, even if 
you disagree with them. 
 

The reason for these rules is that without 
prioritisation, we risk burn-out of our valu-
able members, and of our Executive, par-
ticularly the President.  We also risk burn-
out of our key stakeholders:  the Council 
and other organisations and people with 
whom we work.  If we burn people out, 
they will not want to stay with the organi-
sation, or work with us, and may even 
turn against our cause. 
 

We need to make sure we have the time 
and energy for our highest priorities as an 
organisation, so we deliver them well and 
they are effective.  We want to deliver a 
coherent set of activities that influence 
hearts and minds and result in positive 
action by governments and the communi-

ty to preserve our wildlife. 
From the Executive  Wildlife FC 


